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“establish yourselves as m.mm/@r and women Tr’'every econo
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101. Franklin D. Roosevelt on Economic
Freedom (1936)

Souyce: Acceptance of the Renomination for the Presidency, Democratic
anm al Convention, m.E._hmamwmn, June 27, 1936, in Samuel I. Rosenman,
ed., The Public Papers and Addresses of Franklin Wﬁ»:c Roosevelt (13
vols.: New York, 1938-50), Vol. 5., pp. 230—40. \

Along with being a superb politician, Franklin D. Roosevelt was a master
of ﬁo::nmw_.._noﬂaad&wm@xﬁ, He adeptly appealed w@ﬁ._.m&nau.& values in
support of new departures:-He worked to nmnﬁm\w_ﬁm m&n word “freedom”
from conservatives and made it a rallying nw\ma the New Deal. Through-
out the y930s, he consistently linked freedom with economic security
and Enmﬁmmn economic jnequality mmaxm greatest n_ﬂnav_.._

_ ,;m\.wmrﬁ m__m_wﬂ possession of “the _.ﬂmwn .omxm.nmmaoa.:.. reported the New
.Aulo Times, Smm the central wmmcmb% the ﬁqmmﬁmfa:% campaign of 1936.
The Democratie,platform insistéd that in'a modegn economy the govern-
ment has an obligatiofi to mmn@u:mr a ..mmﬁqﬂdn\m of opportunity for all

the people.” In his speech accepting renomination, Roasevelt-Jaunched a
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v:mﬂmun_mwnmnr against “economic royalists.” They vwn taken the place

of the ”ﬁméwumﬁ whom the American Revdlution had been fou m:m__./
he charged,

“average

pw_sought to establish a “new’despotism” over the
n.” Ecogomic-rights, Roosevelpvent oh, were the precondi-
tion of :.wmnw‘l.mon._.u_ men .“w.«m.dmﬁ..@nm,ﬂd\mn... Hrﬂmcmroﬁ the tampaign,
FDR insisted that Em/ﬂranmﬁ posed fo .mmdwo,@n fréedom by the large cor-
porations was the main issue.of the election. ASRgosevelt’s opponent,
Republicans chose Kansasgovernor .,imﬂmm Landon, Hw.,umem aa__uo:snma

monmm_\mmnﬁm.& wdm\pwmm New Deal measures as E_.m.mmﬁm to w@ﬁwﬁ.&z& lib-

erty. Roosevelt %u a landslide reelgttion, with over @.mﬂ ow..ﬂﬁm.

popular vote, He carried everystate except Maine and Vefmont. His vies-
tory was a}t the more remarkable in view of the heavy support most of
the natioh’s newspapers and nearly the entire business community gave

.“1\ = e

to the Republicans. Z:,\.n ; \SD; HLNDM + /ﬁoc_. Omvm,jmow)

I cannoT, wWiTH candor, tell you that all is well with the world.
Clouds of suspicion, tides of ill-will and intolerance gather darkly
in many places. In our own land we enjoy indeed a fullness of life
greater than that of most Nations. But the rush of modern civili-
zation itself has raised for us new difficulties, new problems which
must be solved if we are to preserve to the United States the political

and economic freedom for which Washington and Jefferson
lanned and fought.

Philadelphia is a good city in which to write American history.
This is fitting ground on which to reaffirm the faith of our fathers;
to pledge ourselves to restore to the people a wider freedom; to give
to 1936 as the founders gave to 1776—an American way of life.

That very word freedom, in itself and of necessity, suggests free-
dom from some restraining power. In 1776 we sought freedom from
the tyranny of a political autocracy—from the eighteenth century
royalists who held special privileges from the crown. It was to per-
petuate their privilege that they governed without the consent of
the governed; that they denied the right of free assembly and fre
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eech; that they restricted the worship of God; that they put the
average man’s property and the average man’s life in pawn to the
mercenaries of dynastic power; that they regimented the people.
And so it was to win freedom from the tyranny of political autoc-
racy that the American Revolution was fought. That victory gave
the business of governing into the hands of the average man, who
won the right with his neighbors to make and order his own destiny
through his own Government. Political tyranny was wiped out at

T

Since that struggle, however, man’s inventive genius released new

.moHnmm in our land which reordered the lives of our peaple,/The age
of machinery, of railroads; of steam and electricity; thetelegraph

dynasties. New kingdoms were built upon/foncentration of control
rough new ﬂmmMMommnoGoSaonm. banks and

securities, new machiney of _.ugcmﬁ‘ and agriculture, of labor and
capital—all undreamed of
odern life was impressed into
There was no place maon\m\mam alty for our many thousands

f small business men mﬁ%&mﬁﬁmsﬂm WR sought to make a worthy
use of the American mww\mma of initiative ard profit. They were no
more free than the worker or the farmer. Eve

sive-minded Em:\% wealth, aware of their obliga¥on to their gen-

scheme of things.
It was atural and perhaps human that the privileged p
hese néw economic dynasties, thirsting for power, reached out for
ontrol over Government itself. They created a new despotism and
wrapped it in the robes of legal sanction. In its service new mer-
T s sought to regiment the people, their labor, and their pIop-
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erty. And as a result the average man once more confronts the
blem that faced the Minute Man.

The hours men and women worked, the wages they received, the
conditions of their labor—these had passed beyond the control of
the people, and were imposed by this new industrial dictatorship. — %&D
The savings of the average family, the capital of the small business

man, the investments set aside for old age—other people’s money—
these were tools which the new economic royalty used to dig itself
in.

Those who tilled the soil no longer reaped the rewards which
were their right. The small measure of their gains was decreed by
men in distant cities. .

Throughout the Nation, opportunity was limited by monopoly.
Individual initiative was crushed in the cogs of a great machine.
The field open for free business was more and more restricted. Pri-
vate enterprise, indeed, became too private. It became privileged
enterprise, not free enterprise.

An old English judge once said: “Necessitous men are not free
men.” Liberty requires opportunity to make a living—a living
decent according to the standard of the time, a living which gives
man not only enough to live by, but something to live for.

For too many of us the political equality we once had won was
meaningless in the face of economic inequality. A small group had
concentrated into their own hands an almost complete control over
other people’s property, other people’s money, other people’slabor—
other people’s lives. For too many of us life was no longer free;
liberty no longer real; men could no longer follow the pursuit of
happiness.

Against economic tyranny such as this, the American citizen
could appeal only to the organized power of Government. The col-
lapse of 1929 showed up the despotism forwhat it was. The election
of 1932 was the people’s mandate to end it. Under that mandat
is being ended.
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Today we stand committed to the proposition that freedom is nw_

half-and-half affair. If the average citizen is guaranteed equal oppor-
tunity in the polling place, he must have equal opportunity in the
arket place.
These economic royalists complain that we seek to overthrow
the institutions of America. What they really complain of is that
we seek fo take away their power. Our allegiance to American insti-
tutions requires the overthrow of this kind of power. In vain they
seek to hide behind the Flag and the Constitution. In their blindness
they forget what the Flag and the Constitution stand for. Now, as
always, they stand for democracy, not tyranny; for freedom, not
subjection; and against a dictatorship by mob rule and the over-
privileged alike. *
The brave and clear platform adopted by this Convention, to
which I héartily subscribe, sets forth that Government in a modern
civilization has certain inescapable obligations to its citizens,
among which are protection of the family and the home, the estab-
\ lishment of a democracy of opportunity, and aid tq those overtaken
_ by disaster.

[ . Ibelieve in my heart that only our success can stir their ancient

\Zis N _ hope. They begin to know that here in America we are waging a
~ mm; / great and successful war. It is not alone a war against want and
H , / i destitution and economic demoralization. It is more than that; it is

| a war for the survival of democracy. We are fighting to save a great
\ and precious form of government for ourselves and for the world.
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Questions

businessmen and politicia

opposition to Roosevelt's/poli

Roosetelt, he charged, either was operating ol of sheer opportunism,
with no coherent purpose or policy, or was congpiring to impose “Euro-
pean ideas” on the United States. The election, ha continued, in strident
language that reflected how wide the gap between'the parties had
become, was a “holy crusade for liberty” that would Ydetermine the
future” of freedom in the United States.






