Mr. Ciambarella US History

Major Problems Facing USA & Washington Cabinet Must Solve in 1789

I. Debt

US owes France and England $12 million

US owes domestic war bonds of $60 million

Question #1: Who should US government pay off first and why?


What does President Washington decide and why?

Domestic War Bonds sold to “normal people” and “farmers”



Most normal people sold their war bonds to rich banks for 1/2 price for “cash now”



Now what should US government do?



Hamilton’s view:



Jefferson’s view:


Question #2: What should USA do and why?

What does President Washington decide and why?

II. How will USA government raise money to pay off all this debt?

Question #3: What ideas do you have for this?

Hamilton’s #1 idea?

Jefferson’s response?

Hamilton’s rebuttal?

Washington’s decision?

Hamilton’s #2 idea?

Jefferson (& Mel Gibson) response?

Question #4: What to do about The Whiskey Rebellion?

Hamilton’s View?

Jefferson’s View?

Washington’s Decision?

III. Foreign Policy

The 1789 French Revolution

Inspired by The American Revolution, the French also overthrew their king to set up a more democratic system.

England sees this as an opportunity to invade and take over a weak new republic in France.
France asks for USA help. Why?

Jefferson’s View?

Hamilton’s View?

Question #5: What should the USA do about France asking USA for help vs. England and why?
Washington’s Decision?

Why significant for many reasons?

Question #6: What do you think about Washington, Hamilton, Jefferson and why?

Final interesting story of Washington Presidency: 1795 Jay’s Treaty & 1796 Pinckney Treaty

