Setlr A
Paper 1: Section A

L (a) e« One belief shown in the passage is the presence of the

Hindu Trimurti, that contains Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma (the

Creative, destructive, and preservationist force of Brahman)

* Another belief is that of the cyclical universe, in which all
things in the universe will go through periods of creation
and destruction, similar to the Jife of a Hindu practitioner
throughout the cycle of birth and rebirth with samsara

* The nature of the God-force in Hinduism (Brahman) is
limitless and all encompassing [3 marks]

Brahman manifests in various forms for Hindu practitioners.

Those of ‘lower’ nature are envisioned in tangible ways that a

Hindu practitioner can connect and relate to, or use for worship

*  One such way is through the murti, or windows into the
divine, of Brahman. Murti exist in various lower nature God
forms, such as Ganesh or Durga, and are represented in
paintings or sculpture

* Anocther way in which Brahman's lower nature is manifested is
through avatars (human incarnations of Brahman). Of these,
the most well known is Krishna in the Bhagavad Gita

* These forms exist to communicate Brahman'’s all-
encompassing power, and so that Hindu practitioners can
connect to that power and uncover their atman (soul in
connection to Brahman)

* Brahman's ‘higher nature’ is that which is eternal and all-
encompassing. Monism, meaning that everything can be
traced back to a single source, is related to Brahman's higher
nature, which is prevalent in everything

* This higher nature is responsible for the creation, upkeep,

and destruction of the world, and also the existence of

all beings that make up this world and multiple universes

outside of it [6 marks]

2. (a)) s One belief present in the passage that represents craving
(desire) is tanha, which is represented by greed and false hopes
Another belief present in the passage is samsara (the
continuous cycle of birth and rebirth), represented by ‘over
and over again they are born’
* Anadditional belief present in the passage is the concept
of attachment, which manifests negatively in the form of
cravings, and keeps a practitioner within the cycle of samsara
[3 marks]

It is not until a Buddhist practitioner is able to overcome

their tanha (desires) that they will be able to escape the

continuous cycle of birth and rebirth, also known as samsara

* Because individuals are attached to cravings and desire, it
takes ‘great work to understand that these attachments must
be broken in order to eventually achieve nirvana, or the
escape from the cycle of samsara

* Attachments to desires and cravings actually cause suffering.
Once a Buddhist practitioner realizes dukkha (that life is
suffering), they understand the first step of the Four Noble
Truths, and are able to embark upon the path of releasing
themselves from this suffering and achieving nirvana

* The second of the Four Noble Truths is that suffering is
caused by attachment and cravings. Practitioners must
understand how these attachments manifest in their daily
lives in order to overcome them

* The Third Noble Truth is the understanding that although life
is suffering because of desires and cravings, there is a way to
overcome them

* 'The Way’ to overcome desires and cravings is the Fourth

Noble Truth, which is also in the Eightfold Path, a set of eight

steps needed to achieve nirvana. Following this path will

release a practitioner from tanha and dukkha and allow them

to reach nirvana [6 marks]

Although maya (worldly illusions) attempt to pull-humans
away from God, the Eternal Being is the permanent truth,
which is referenced in the phrase ‘death shall not approach
You; as God is never ending : :

Chishar

¢ 'The impure, the stupid and the foolish' is a reference to those
who have given in to haumai (self-centeredness or ego). This
self-centeredness gets in the way of being closer to realizing
God and it can be overcome by sewa (selflessness)

* 'You are present within all, You are above all' is a reference
to both the monotheism of Sikhism and the concept that
there is divinity within each person [3 marks]

The human condition is one that is often focused on being
manmukh, or following one’s ego and giving in to the baser
desires and having no regard for other people
* People who are manmukh give into the five vices: lust,
covetousness, attachment, anger and pride
- * Practitioners must work to overcome manmukh and be
gurmukh, which means to live a God-centred way of life that
is in accordance with the teachings of the gurus
* Humans spend their lives in a cycle of birth and rebirth, with
the final goal being to reach mukti, liberation, and be in
union with God
¢+ Sikh practitioners have the capability of leading a life that
brings them closer to God. By following the teachings of the
gurus and serving others (sewa), humans can become closer
to a union with God
* Sikh practitioners should follow the three duties: nam jampo
(remembering God's name); kirat karni (earning an honest
living) and vand ke chakna (giving to charity)
* These duties guide Sikh practitioners along with the
teachings of the gurus to live according to God's will by
doing good deeds and meditating on God [6 marks]

Paper 1: Section B

4. (a) » A Jewish practitioner should receive a punishment

appropriate to the ‘injury’ or wrongdoing they committed

* Disputes regarding the law can be held in Beth Din (Jewish
rabbinical courts) to determine the appropriate punishment

* Referring to ‘neighbour’ Jewish practitioners should apply
this rule to ‘injury’ against all people, not just other Jewish

practitioners [3 marks]

Jewish practitioners adhere to the Halakhah (collection of

lewish laws from the written and oral Torah) as it is central to

living a life according to the will of God

* The Decalogue (the Ten Commandments given to Moses
on Mt. Sinai) is extremely important in the lives of Jewish
practitioners and it provides guidance for living a good life
on a daily basis

* The 613 mitzvot are commandments found in the Torah that
Jewish practitioners are expected to follow

* There are debates in the different movements of Judaism
(Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform) about the extent to
which practitioners are expected to follow the 613 mitzvot
and the Torah in a modern society

* For some practitioners, adhering to Jewish law in their daily
lives-is a way of showing their devotion to God

*» For some practitioners, adhering to Jewish law ensures that

they are following the goals of Judaism to repair the world

(tikkun olam) in preparation for the world to come [6 marks]

5. (a) ) Loveis centralto the Christian religion and to the teachings

of Jesus

Christianity emphasizes love for other humans and the need

to love God to reach the Kingdom of Heaven

* All other aspects of life, here ‘clanging cymbals, are
distractions from the importance of loving God and loving

one another [3 marks]

Christian practitioners should practice agape which is the

highest form of love and charity

* Christian practitioners are blessed with God’s grace -
unmerited, unconditional love from God

s The goalin Christianity is to reach the Kingdom of Heaven, a
place with no suffering and an eternal union with God

¢ Christian practitioners should believe in the Trinity (God the

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit) and adhere

to theteachings of Jesus in the Christian-Bible to reach the

Kingdom of Heaven




are rituals that can be traced to acts of Jesus, and thereby
show their love of God
* The way that sacraments are practiced may vary by
denomination and may vary in significance by denomination
[6 marks]

The concept of tawhid (the unique oneness of Allah)

e Allah is all-knowing both on earth and in the afterlife

* There will be a Day of Judgement for Muslims based on the
deeds they did on earth [3 marks]

(b) » The above passage refers to leading a righteous life as a
practitioner of Islam hy submitting to the will of Allah (the
divine being of Islam)

* The will of Allah was revealed to the prophet Muhammad

. The Day of Judgement will determine where Muslims will go
in the afterlife

e The goal is to reach Janna (the heaven which is described as
a garden paradise)

* Those who have not lived a righteous life will go to Jahannam
(hellfire) a place of eternal suffering

* Muslims can live by the Five Pillars of Islam: faith in Allah,
prayers, charity, fasting, and pilgrimage, which are listed in
the Hadith (sacred text of the teachings and actions of the

prophet Muhammad (PBUH)) [6 marks]
Paper 1: Section C
7. (a) Wu wei (effortless action or action without forced control) is

present in relation to ‘going against the Tao’

Fu is symbolically represented in the passage, as referenced

with the sage ‘moving through life not caring about home

or name’ as they understand that through fu, all things will

return back to their source.

* An additional belief represented in the passage is the ideal

' in which a practitioner will live in harmony or in accordance
with the Tao (the underlying set of principles or force that
sustains the world) [3 marks]

Ultimately, the major goal of Taoism is for a practitioner to

live in harmony and balance with the Tao that, although it

goes unnamed, is the life force of the universe

* One way in which a practitioner can achieve this balance is
through maintaining yin-yang (the balancing of opposite or
contrary forces) as interconnected and complementary to
one another

* Maintaining the balance of one's chi (individual life force
energy) is necessary if one is to live in harmony with the Tao

* A way in which a practitioner can maintain and harness one’s
chi is through various physical and mental exercises such as
tai chi, in which a practitioner undertakes ancient meditative
movements

* Meditative movements in tai chi aid a practitioner in
maintaining their breath and practising Qigong (meditative
breath skill) in order to maintain energy flow within the body
and live harmoniously outwardly =~

* Meditative movements and deliberate action allow a

practitioner to maintain the three purities or three vehicles.

The three purities are creative energy, life force energy, and

spiritual energy, and they further allow a practitioner to live

according to the Tao, or in harmony with it [6 marks]

Ahimsa (non-violence) is to be observed to both humans and

animals

* The right actions that a Jain practitioner observes will impact
their rebirth as determined by karma

* Harm done to others impacts one's self, as a Jain practitioner

could be reborn as a human or an animal [3 marks]

(b) s To achieve the goals of Jainism, practitioners follow the Five

Great Vows

* The Five Great Vows are; non-violence, truth, non-stealing,
celibacy, and non-attachment

* The most important of the Five Great Vows in Jainism is ahimsa

* Jain practitioners should have right knowledge, right faith,

and right conduct to achieve the goal of liberation
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(PBUH) and set forth in the Qur'an (the sacred text of Islam) .

9. (a)

SET A

Paper 2: Section A
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2.

(b)
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» With effort and discipline, Jain practitioners can control
karma and eventually be liberated

* Once the jiva is freed from the ajiva (the karma that weighs
down the jiva), the soul will no longer be reborn (thus ending
the cycle of samsara) and instead will exist in a state of all-
knowing bliss

* In order to break the cycle of samsara, beings must avoid
selfish or harmful actions, and must engage in suffering to
lighten the karma of the soul. [6 marks]

* 'The fruits of one tree’ is a reference to the unity of all
religions in Bahé'i .

* ‘'Harmony' ralates to the belief in accepting the validity of all
religions in Bahd'i

* The ‘illumination’ can relate to the many messengers and
manifestations of God [3 marks] -

e Unity is central to Bah&'i - people of all religious traditions
can work together to benefit society

* Baha'i practitioners believe in the validity of the origins of all
religions, which supports the concept of unity of all people

* Bah4'i practitioners acknowledge the prophets of other
religions (Moses, Muhammad (PBUH), and Jesus) as being
messengers of God and there is unity in those messengers

* Bah&'i practitioners believe in the unity of all people as being
from a single race, and in the equality of the sexes

. Bahé’i"p_ractitioners believe that there is unity in diversity
and that cultural and ethnic diversity is necessary for the
development of humans

* Bah&'i practitioners are expected to follow the teachings of
Baha'u’ligh, and the most important teaching is of unity

[6 marks]

Darshan is the act of seeing and being seen by the divine
(Brahman) and usually relates to the way in which a Hindu
practitioner chooses to connect with God

Murti is a window or a means of communication with the divine
(Brahman) which can take various forms

The most common forms of murti are sculptures, paintings or
other physical manifestation of the divine. Whatever the form of
murti might be, it is used to cultivate a relationship with Brahman
and to allow a practitioner to personally connect to the God-
force in Hinduism

However, other mechanisms exist to aid Hindu practitioners in
achieving darshan, and these mechanisms are largely based on
practitioners’ personality types and what will be a good fit for them
Some practitioners might choose to work towards the feeling

of darshan by being outdoors and one with nature, where they
can connect with God without interference from individuals or
material items that they might deem distracting

Other practitioners might choose to learn from a priest or guru
to cultivate their understanding of Hindu concepts (such as yoga
or various pieces of doctrine), in order to better understand the
nature of God

The mechanism one uses to connect with God depends on

many factors, such as geography, family origin, personality

and personal choice. Because Hinduism is a pluralistic religion,
multiple paths can be pursued by the practitioner in order to
achieve darshan [15 marks]

Moksha (or the release from the endless cycle of birth and
rebirth in samsara) is the major goal of most Hindu practitioners
However, there are many additional goals that a practitioner must
work toward dnd achieve more immediately before moksha is
achieved, as this final release is believed to take multiple lifetimes
Earning good karma and performing karmic deeds in this lifetime
is necessary to elevate one's standing in the next lifetime. The
choice to act in ways to attain good karma allows a practitioner
free will and to determine aspects of their future life paths
Working toward fulfilling one's dharma (one's duty to society and
moral law in accordance to their lives)
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Section A

Answer one question from this section. Each question is worth [15 marks].
Hinduism

1.  Discuss the significance of murtis (images of deities) in Hinduism.
2. Examine whether abortion is ever acceptable in Hinduism.
dhism
iscuss the importance for Buddhists of practising non-attachment in daily life.

4.  To what extent can Wesak (Vaisakhi; full moon in May, célebrating the Buddha'’s birth,
enlightenment and death) be considered the most important festival in the Buddhist year?

Sikhism

5: To what extent are the kurahit in the Rahit Maryada essential to the life of a Khalsa Sikh?

6. “Sikhism only has ten gurus.” To what extent do you agree with this statement?

Open-ended question

7. With reference to one religion, either Hinduism or Buddhism or Sikhism, examine the teachings
about death and rebirth. Your answer should include an examination of what causes a good
rebirth.
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