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consciousness; the aspect that defines “me” and “that” and some appre-
hension of a border between. As quantum physics shows us, this apprehen-
sion of a border is a purely subjective one, the kind of border found in
cartoons and coloring books, and in the more subtle technology of the
human eye. Physically, i.e., in quantum reality, no border exists. No
border exists in the reality of the spirit, either, as the spirit is a conscious
perception of real energy fields and interactions. The border perception is
a function of the individual’s experience of evolution through time and
space; to initially perceive the reality of ourselves, perhaps, we need the
border perception (infants, with immature eyes, don’t have it). To begin
to define the reality of the world, we need to erase it, to “transcend” it.
Everything touches everything in the real world, there are no borders—and
this is the fact upon which the validity of magic is based. L.e., to “objec-
tify”’ us, to divide and conquer us, patriarchy needs to insist on the reality
of borders while denying the reality of magic. Only in this way can we be
perceptually, intellectually, systematically separated and thus weakened,
while the great healing power of our common-bondedness remains re-
pressed. This “common bond” is no moral sentiment or humanist ideal,
but a biological and quantum fact. Its sheer power, when raised from the
subliminal to the conscious level, could generate an energy more than
equivalent to all the stored destruction of our bombs—for within us is the
stored creativity of billions and billions of atoms, we know this. The thing
that keeps us from activating our common creative, evolutionary power is
the perceptual and intellectual habit of separateness—i.e., four thousand
years of patriarchal ideclogy.

All patriarchal religions have their mystics, and many of them come
forward now to offer humanity a “spiritual solution” to our human crisis.
But all these solutions occur within the terms of the problem, i.e., they
are more examples of patriarchy perpetuating itself. Male mystics, within
patriarchal cultures and systems, can never reach a true fusion, in the
depths of their beings, of the sexual and spiritual powers. Patriarchy’s
pejorative definitions of sexuality, and abstract definitions of spirit, pro-
hibit this fusion. Patriarchal mystics are out of resonance with the earth
spirit, with ecstasy, and with the dead. Most of all, they are out of contact
with female energy— their patriarchal worldviews are based on a biophobic
denial of this creative female energy in both women and men. All of us
live in societies constructed out of this denial, societies that have at-
tempted for four millennia to repress and destroy the bisexual nature of us
all. In such nihilistic social-energy fields, no real magic can happen;ain
its place, in the past two decades, we have witnessed, and undergone,
many morbid, sad, and narcissistic trips.' Mystics, and all religious people
within patriarchal systems, must begin to deal honestly with the fact that
patriarchy can never, ever be anything other than divided against itself—
for this schizoid self-division is the basic ontological act upon which it is
built. Union, or fusion, cannot happen within patriarchal terms. It is
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mechanical order in the absence of organic order. All these patriarchal
machineries are necessary to enforce the repression of common ecstasy—
an ecstasy indigenous to all cultures that exist to realize, rather than to
deny, the One-at-the-heart-of-All.

A “return to the Goddess” is not a backward trip through space or
time. The human race cannot really return to infancy; we are too far gone
for that. We return to the Goddess by remembering, redefining, respelling—
by turning, as in a dance, away from one gesture and towards another.
Patriarchal ontology is based on a three-dimensional reality. Modern phys-
ics is showing us that the universe has, not four dimensions, but as many
as eleven dimensions. ? Perhaps more. The universe is undergoing ecstatic
exponential expansion into eleven or more dimensions—surely, three-
dimensional religions cannot keep us in touch with such a universe! If we
do not want to die, then we must evolve—and that means we must dance,
expand exponentially with the dancing cosmos. We return to the cosmos
only by becoming lovers of life, rather than life’s victims, voyeurs, and
policemen. How twisted we have become, within biophobic religions,
spending most of our waking hours in grotesque postures of aggression,
hurry, hate, self-righteousness, resentment, paranoia, and murderousness.
Under the rule of the patriarchal God, we are all gargoyles, characterized
by rigid poses that reveal mostly all our terrible fears and greeds, eaten
away from inside by cancerous needs. To return to harmony—to return to
the Goddess, to become lovers of the Goddess once again—we must
realign our gestures into those of dancers. We must become beings who do
not wish to control life, but only to listen to its music, and dance it. This
is not easy to do, it might be impossible. But it is our only alternative to
mass death—whether by war, or by total global mechanization.

The patriarchal God has only one commandment: Punish life for being
what it is. The Goddess also has only one commandment: Love life, for it is
what it is.

Women, designed by evolution as the links between spirit and flesh,
are perhaps also designed by the cosmos to lead the human world back,
now, to the great celebration of the reconciliation of flesh and spirit. Thus,
at the very edge of death, we will return to the beginning. That is, at the
end of the world (where we must surely be!) we will return to the Goddess,
the Great Mother of All Life, as her magic children. In a round world, .
the only way for human beings to survive the end is to return to the
beginning. Thus we complete a circle; but on a spiral, we revolve to a
larger circle.

Now is the time to make again sacred our experience.

Witch power, it is said, cannot truly die, since it is a real power of
the real cosmos. It can’t die, it can only be forgotten—that means it can
also be re-membered, as the serpent can be awakened from its tranced sleep
at the bottom of the spine and induced to rise, to become again the
luminous flying bird of the imagining mind. Once we thoroughly under-
stand how and why patriarchy acquired its power over us—the power of
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an entrenched mistake over the minds and lives. of all people-—once we
understand and feel clearly that the fight of witch women is also the fight
of earth’s people everywhere against mechanical subjugation and exploita-
tion—once we reestablish the magic link between: the individual psyche
and the earth’s vital energy flow, ‘between: all-evolving matter and all-
evolving spirit, and learn to- encourage and teach others to do the same,
in a loving return to what we always were—perhaps then; in the final time
of crisis, the Serpent Goddess will shake herself loose from her deep exiled
sleep in the earth’s belly. Perhaps the serpent of life’s flowing energy will
begin to rise again, all luminous and of the earth, and the children of the
Great Mother will rise up with it, and the universe wi I be our home
again, as before. This flight is not an escape, but a returni, oo
The only way for human beings to survive the end is to return to the
beginning: : T b
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